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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN WORKING 
GROUP HELD AT COUNCIL CHAMBER - COUNTY HALL, LLANDRINDOD WELLS, 

POWYS ON TUESDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER 2017

PRESENT
County Councillor M Weale (Chair)

County Councillors J Evans, H Hulme, R Williams and G I S Williams

1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors DO Evans, K 
Laurie-Parry, MJ Jones and J Wilkinson.

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

As the Working Group had a new Membership since the Election in May the 
minutes of the last meeting were noted.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declaration of interest.

4. THE STORY OF THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN [LDP] 

The Professional Lead - Planning Policy explained to the Working Group the 
development of the Local Development Plan [LDP] to date.  It was noted that 
information regarding the LDP and all documents is available on the Council’s 
website http://www.powys.gov.uk/en/planning-building-control/local-
development-plan/

The Working Group received a copy of the Powys LDP 2011 – 2026 Consultation 
Report January 2017.  

In response to comments the Professional Lead - Planning Policy acknowledged 
the differences between UK and Welsh Government policy in respect of 
affordable housing and the impact of the requirement to include affordable 
housing in developments on the viability of developments.  

The Senior Planning Officer - Planning Policy explained the work undertaken in 
respect of renewable and low carbon energy.  It was noted that the toolkit 
produced by Welsh Government had been used to produce a Renewable Energy 
Assessment and this toolkit includes this requirement.  In addition Welsh local 
authorities had received a Ministerial letter in December 2015 stating that LDP 
renewable energy policies should be shown spatially on a map. 

The Council commissioned further work on the Renewable Energy Assessment 
(REA).  This assessment initially identified potential sites for renewable and low 
carbon energy and these were then revised taking into account a wide range of 
constraints.  The final REA was submitted to the Planning Inspector at the 
hearing sessions in June 2017 and forms part of the forthcoming consultation.  
The Working Group noted that the UK Government has identified a target for the 
production of renewable and low carbon energy, with the Welsh Government and 
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consequently local authorities being asked to make a contribution to this.  It was 
noted that not achieving this contribution would not have a significant impact on 
the LDP.   The Senior Planning Officer - Planning Policy stated that even where 
potential sites are identified planning applications would still need to be subject to 
the normal planning requirements and constraints.

5. MATTERS ARISING CHANGES - UPDATE 

The Working Group noted that the six week consultation on the “Matters Arising 
Changes” would start on 19th September, 2017.  A number of public consultation 
events had been arranged and Members would receive information about these.  
In addition a Members’ seminar was to take place on 20th September, 2017.

The Planning Inspector may require the Council to respond to any comments 
received during the consultation and may also wish to hold another hearing 
session.  The Planning Inspector will then write her report and publish this for the 
Council to adopt.  It was envisaged that the report would be available in February 
2018.

6. NEXT STEPS GOING FORWARD 

The Professional Lead - Planning Policy advised that the Working Group would 
continue to meet after the LDP is adopted.  Its role would change to that of 
monitoring the LDP.

County Councillor M Weale 
Chair


